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“The Archive” was the name selected by votes cast by the Junior Class (Class
of ‘63) on May 3, 1962 for Valley Forge High School’s yearbook. “The Heritage” was the runner-up and now appropriately names our alumni newsletter.

From The President
Whew!! It has been a very busy summer!! The association has been busy
getting the community to know we are
here and more and more people are getting involved.
As I mentioned in our last newsletter, we
now have a physical office at VF and are
establishing a number of new programs
to help our reunion planners and future
alumni. Come to our meeting on 10/17
and help us celebrate the Office Open
House!!
Great contacts have been made through
the ACT Community Fair on 9/17, VF
Open House on 9/13, Hall of Fame Induction on 9/15, Memorial Day Parade in
Parma Hts., Weekend in the Commons in
Parma Hts in August.
If you haven’t seen our new Patriot Mascot and booth attraction, you’ll want to

Our newest Hall of Fame
Inductees inducted at the
9/15 football game
against Normandy. From
left to right:
James
Kovach, Class of 1974,
Coleen Gallagher Wilson,
Class of 1983 and Terry
Wandt, Class of 1963.
Drew Gissinger, Class of
1976 was also inducted
but was unable to attend.
See inside for details on
them!

come and see what the excitement is all
about. He is adorable and has made a
hit at the reunions he has attended.
Our office is in need of some general
office supply donations. Please email
me if you would like to donate anything….you know, like scotch tape, file
folders, etc.
Below is a picture of our latest Hall of
Fame Inductees inducted on 9/15 at the
VF/Normandy game. It was a wonderful event and the weather cooperated.
See inside for full details about our newest members.
So that’s just a few of the highlights of
the past couple months. Come on Oct
17th and see what’s next!!
Love, Luck & Laughter!
Linda Reik-Brown
Class of ‘65
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Committees
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Reunions
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Nominating Committee

Present a slate candidates for the election of
officers at annual meeting; Runs voting
process; Destroys all ballots after election;
Make recommendations for filling board
vacancies at other times.

Audit Committee

Review past year’s bank transaction entries
including class disbursements, withdrawals,
and deposits.

Inducted into the Valley Forge Hall of Fame on Friday, September 15,2006

Andrew Gissinger
Class of 1977
Andrew Gissinger is Senior
Managing Director, Chief
Production Officer for
Countrywide Home Loans,
Inc., a national leader in
residential finance and the
principle subsidiary of
Countrywide Financial Corporation, a diversified financial services provider
and member of the S&P 500. As Chief Production Officer, he provides oversight and strategic direction for the
organization's primary business, domestic mortgage lending.
Drew attended Syracuse University, where he earned the
Joseph Alexander Award for Excellence in Academics,
while playing offensive lineman for the football team. He
was named First Team ECAC and Eastern Academic All
American in 1980. Gissinger was a member of the National Football League's San Diego Chargers from 1981
through 1986. He currently serves on the board of directors of the Syracuse University School of Management.
Drew and his family (wife and 5 football playing sons)
support Children's Hospital, Foundation for Music Education, the San Diego Symphony and the Athenaeum Art
Society.

James Kovach
Class of 1974
James Kovach, MD, JD was
appointed President and
Chief Operating Officer at
the Buck Institute for Age
Research in July 2005. Prior
to his appointment, Kovach
was Executive Vice President
and COO of Athersys, Inc., a
Cleveland, Ohio biotechnology company. He has also
directed the Office of Technology Management at the
Case Western Reserve University School of Medicine in
Cleveland.
Prior to establishing a career which spans academic medicine and the biotechnology industry, Kovach spent seven
years as a middle linebacker in the National Football
League, attending medical school in consecutive off sea-

sons while he earned his degree, which was granted in
1984, with distinction. He played with the New Orleans
Saints (1979-85) and the San Francisco Forty-Niners
(1985). In New Orleans Kovach was the defensive signal
caller. In 1983, he was named 1st team All-National Football Conference (UPI) and was voted by his teammates as
Most Valuable Player in 1983. After graduating from
medical school at the University of Kentucky with distinction, Kovach obtained his law degree from Stanford University.

Terry Wandt
Class of 1963
Terry’s affiliation with the
Parma schools goes back to
about 1950, when he
started kindergarten at
Pearl Road Elementary.
He was part of the first
graduating class from Valley Forge in 1963 and then
attended Ashland College
and the Ohio State for a B.S. degree in Zoology and then
M.Ed. Administration from Baldwin Wallace.
Terry served in the U.S. Army, attaining the rank of
Sgt. He was with the 1st Air Cav in Viet Nam. Came
home and obtained teaching certificate from CSU. Went
to work teaching 7th grade science at Pleasant Valley Jr
High in 1971. Then moved to Greenbriar when PV closed.
One of the team members who helped establish the "House
Program" in the 7th grade in 1975. It is still in effect for
all 7th & 8th grade classes in all 3 Parma Middle schools.
Personally, he thinks this is his most significant contribution to our schools. His classroom reputation was very
positive with students, peers and parents.
He produced a "Day in the Life of a Viet Nam Grunt" slide
show from his pctures (with Ed Borkowski-a Parma High
teacher & vet). It's still used at Greenbriar, VF, Normandy
and Parma and is now on Power Point.
Coaching : PV cross country, wrestling, track starting in
1973. VF track & cross country since 1986. Coached several all-state athletes in both sports. Organized the Patriot
Invitational Cross Country ('87) and Track ('96) meets .
He calls himself the " Ambassador of VF Cross Country "
kind of like "Man from LaMancha" and has tried to give
back to the students from our community in a positive
way.

Inducted into the Valley Forge Hall of Fame on Friday, September 15,2006

Coleen Gallagher-Wilson
Class of 1983
After graduating from Valley Forge High School in
1983, I attended Villanova University. I was a member
of the cross country and indoor and outdoor track & field
teams. My accomplishments as a runner at Villanova
included:
•
•

•
•
•

Earning NCAA All-American honors twice
Being a member of 11 teams (out of a possible 12)
that qualified for the NCAA championships, including the 1984 team that finished 3rd nationally in indoor track and 9th in cross country
Being a member of 9 Big East Conference champion
cross country and track teams
Earning 4 individual Big East Conference track &
field titles in the 3000M, 4x800M Relay and Distance Medley Relay
Earning 2 individual ECAC indoor track & field titles in the 4x800M Relay & Distance Medley Relay

At the indoor NCAA championship meet in 1987, I was
a member of the 4x800M Villanova team that briefly
held the indoor world record for the event before the record was broken the next day in the finals. I served for
two years as a graduate assistant coach with Villanova’s
cross country and track teams as I completed masters
degree coursework. In 1989, I was on the coaching staff
of the cross country team that won Villanova’s first
NCAA championship.
In 1989, I earned a Masters Degree (M.S.) in Community Counseling from Villanova. In 1989, I married a
fellow Valley Forge alumnus, Neal Wilson (VF Class
of 1984). After teaching elementary school and working
for a counseling organization in Philadelphia for a year, I
began law school at Villanova University in 1990.

Do you know someone who has made a significant contribution to our school, our community or our world? Nominate them for this
honor and tell us about their post high school
accomplishments in Academics, Athletics,
Career, Cultural/Performing Arts or other endeavor.
You will find the form online at
www.vfalumni.org

Catholic University of
America (1990-1993)
In 1991, Neal and I relocated from Philadelphia to
Washington, DC and I
transferred to Catholic
University’s Columbus
School of Law. That year
I was selected to join the
law review and published
an academic paper on the
subject of the legal rights
of grandparents in termination of parental rights proceedings. During my two years
of law school at Catholic University, I volunteered in a
DC agency that represents abused children in termination
of parental rights proceedings. In 1993, I earned my law
degree and became a member of the Pennsylvania and DC
bars.
Professional Career
From 1993 to 1994, I served two consecutive clerkships
with DC Superior Court trial judges. From 1994 to 1995,
I worked for a Washington, DC based public policy firm.
I spearheaded a project that produced an educational
videotape on the U.S. judicial system. The video was distributed to libraries and schools throughout the U.S. and
included appearances by members of Congress and the
Judiciary.
Neal and I (and our six children) have resided in Potomac,
MD, a suburb of Washington, DC, for the past five years.
The Valley Forge Hall of Fame Honor
I am very honored to have been selected to join the Valley
Forge Hall of Fame. Although it has been more than 20
years since I graduated from Valley Forge, it seems almost like yesterday that I was running on the streets and
through the parks of Parma Heights during cross country
season and on the Valley Forge track behind the school in
spring. I made lasting friendships at Valley Forge and
learned many of life’s most important lessons.
I feel that Valley Forge helped me find within myself
many of the strengths necessary to meet the challenges I
later faced outside of Parma Heights, Cleveland and Ohio.
Although athletics provided me with the opportunity to go
to the East Coast and compete athletically throughout the
country and with women from around the globe, my
broader academic and social experience at Valley Forge
imbued me with the confidence to succeed in my future
academic and professional pursuits.

Treasurer’s Report

Class of 76 Thirty Year Reunion

Cathy Anelli-Solomon Class of ‘73

June 30 to July 3, 2006

We are a non-profit organization and exist only by donations and fundraisers. As you plan your reunion, call me
for our tax ID number and IRS instructions.

The bicentennial class of Valley Forge High held our 30th Reunion during Independence Day weekend 2006.
Our Star-Spangled Celebration began at a drop-in party at
Tony K’s in Berea on Friday evening. Over 200 Patriots enjoyed a fun evening including a split-the-pot raffle and flashing flag pins for some star-spangled sparkle. The Class of 76
invited the adjoining classes of 74, 75, 77 and 78 to this party.
It was terrific to kick off our reunion weekend by reconnecting
with friends from other classes.

7/1/06 to 8/31/06
Beginning Balance
Income
Expenses
Money in Trust
Ending Balance

Saturday morning the Class of 76 invited family and friends to
join us for a trip down memory lane at Valley Forge for a
school tour. The building was under construction and a few
rooms have been rearranged, but it was great to come home to
Forge.

Looking For Memorabilia!

The main event was dinner and dancing on Saturday evening
at Carrie Cerino’s party room. The room glittered with red,
white and blue sparkle accented by candlelight. Special thanks
to Linda Brown and Russ Fischer from the VF Alumni Association for working the registration table allowing the reunion
committee to enjoy the evening in full. We were honored to
have a proclamation from Governor Taft read at the reunion.
Many classmates danced the night away at the dinner party and
later in the Cerino’s lounge.

We are on the hunt for memorabilia that would be appropriate
for the fall for our next display. We have to thank Skip
Musheno (’65) who has donated The Game Ball when we won
the L.E.L. Championship in 1964!! We are looking for a way
to display it that would really keep it safe too!
The display is in the front hallway with the Hall of Fame near
the auditorium. Check your closets and attics for anything
that might be appropriate.

Rain couldn’t dampen the Spirit of 76 at our family picnic in
the Metroparks on Sunday afternoon. Several classmates gathered for lunch and conversation and we were visited by a park
ranger who is a VF Patriot from the Class of 91.

We Want to Hear From You!
Your classmates would like to know what is happening with
you! Any information about marriages, births, careers, etc.
can be published in this newsletter. Feel free to include photos! Mail Responses to: Linda Reik-Brown, 3418 West 127
St, Cleveland OH 44111 or email to patriots@vfalumni.org.

Yorktown Lanes’ party room was the scene of the Monday
evening party. Special thanks to Bob Minchak and Bob
Ranaldi for hosting the Class of 76 for one more fling!
The Class of 76 maintain ns a web site at www.geocities.com/
vfpatriots76
and can be reached at valleyforge.patriots76@yahoo.com. Classmates are encouraged to
join the e-group at www.groups.yahoo.com/group/patriots76.
Please send address updates and check the web site for the
Missing Classmate list.
Watch our web site for details on our next gathering!

T-Shirts
VF Alumni T-Shirts
are still available in
White XXL only.
Only $15! Call 216889-9179 or email
patriots@vfalumni.org
for more information!

16,043.74
356.50
915.00
14,384.12
15,485.24

How Can You Help ?
•

Buy advertising: For $25/yr, we will place your business
card in our newsletters and all pamphlets we hand out at
the class reunions, VF events and community events.

•

Donate Funds for Scholarships:
We awarded $500
scholarships in the past. We hope to do this again with an
eye towards increasing the amount or number of scholarships awarded in the future.

•

Fundraising: Suggest fundraising strategies and/or be
ready to jump in and help implement one.

•

Attend Meetings: Help us make decisions that will shape
the future of the Association as well as socialize with
other alumni.

Reunions!
The Class of ‘66 40th Reunion is Oct. 6 & 7, 2006 Friday —Tour at VF and then cocktail party at the Blue
Moose Eatery in Parma. Saturday —Dinner/Dancing/
Reminiscing/ American Legion Post, Parma Hts. Anyone interested in participating should contact Jim Wohl,
440-845-4238 or Cheryl Coppella c_coppella@yahoo.com. Visit their Yahoo email list at
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/vf66/.
Please send the association any information about your
reunion, missing persons, etc. Also, if you just had a reunion, please send us your database so we can update the
master database. And tell us how your reunion went! We
would love to publish it here! Email Linda Brown, patriots@vfalumni.org or mail to 3418 West 127 St, Cleveland, OH 44111.

How do you like our new mascot? A collaborative effort
of Linda Reik-Brown, Mary Lou Chappell-Hentges and
Russ Fischer brought him to life for the many booths and
fairs we visit. He will also be attending as many reunions as possible to welcome everyone!

2 Class Rings Found!
1970 and 1986
If you’d like more information, please contact Russ
Fischer @ photoruss1@aol.com

Visit Our Website!
www.vfalumni.org

Donate Your old Yearbook to the
Alumni Association - Our Library Is
Growing!
Support our scholarship program!
If you have yearbooks you no longer want and are still
in a “healthy” condition, please consider donating
them to this project. Yearbooks will be sold as is. We
will advise here and at our website when we have any
available for sale.
One of each year will also be reserved for reference
only for classes to use in the Alumni office as needed.
You can come in and scan information and pictures
for your reunion use.
This summer we were privileged to meet with Mrs.
Alexander (Home Ec teacher from the 60’s, 70’s and
80’s!) who has a LOT of memorabilia to pass on to us
including a yearbook for each year she taught at VF.
We hope to continue to expand this program.
Contact Us if you need more information:
patriots@vfalumni.org or 216-889-9179

Next Meeting
Tuesday, October 17, 2006
7 pm
V. F.—NEW Alumni Office
OPEN HOUSE!
Future meeting: Jan 16
VF Alumni Association Newsletter Order Form
1 Year (4 Issues) $6.50
Please send your check in ASAP so you will receive the
next issue. Make checks payable and mail to:
Valley Forge Alumni Association
9999 Independence Blvd, Parma Hts OH 44130
Name ___________________________________________
Maiden Name _______________________Class Yr ______
Address _________________________________________
City/State/Zip
_____________________________________

Visit Our Website!
www.vfalumni.org

Blue Moose
Eatery
With Ohio’s
2nd Largest
Outdoor Bar!
5513 Pearl Rd., Parma, Ohio
440.885.BLUE

When You Need It Done Right,
Right Away, call The B.O.S.S.!
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Linda D. Brown
Class of ‘65

Service

s

216/889-9179
Cell: 440/785-9415
Email: linda607@sbcglobal.net

Reunion Planning/Consulting
Desktop Publishing, Web Site Design, Graphic Design, Notary Public,
Organizational Services, Seminar, Conference, Meeting Planning

Put Your Ad Here for $25 Per
Year! (4 Issues—as well as
posted on our website)

